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What is Parole? 


The early release of a defendant is a component of parole in criminal punishment. State 
regulations on parole may vary, but generally soeaking, a convicted individual must serve at 
least a third of their initial sentence before becoming eligible for release. Probation and 
parole are generally comparable. 


After being freed, the prisoner, known as a “parolee,” can rejoin society, frequently in a 
limited capacity and under the watchful eye of a parole officer. The parolee may need to 
adhere to specific conditions, such as refraining from legal trouble, meeting with their parole 


officer on a regular basis, and carrying out community service tasks, in order to keep their 
parole status. For less serious crimes and for minor offenders, parole is frequently granted. 
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What Are Some Typical Parole Requirements? 


Even if they may not have to remain in jail or prison, a person who has been granted parole 
is usually still regarded as a prisoner. They have a right to a certain amount of freedom, but 
there are some restrictions they must follow. As long as the terms are not unlawful or 
immoral, the parole board has the right to impose these conditions on the parole as they see 
fit: 
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e Regular reporting to a parole officer in person 

e Staying in a clearly defined area 

e Getting permission before changing jobs or addresses 

e Maintaining a stable job 

e Engaging in non-threatening, socially acceptable activities 

e Submitting written monthly reports 

e Any arrests should be reported within 24 hours following the arrest 
e Staying away from drugs and alcohol 

e Obeying federal, state, municipal, and other written laws 


e Allowing parole officials to examine a home, a vehicle, or a person at any time 


Sexual offenders are prohibited from living with people under the age of 18 and are required 
to register on a police registry. 


The parolee must be aware that they are accepting parole with all of the restrictions and 
prerequisites listed. As a result, the person is obligated to abide by them at all times. 


What if the Parole Conditions are Broken? 


Revocation of parole rights is possible if parole restrictions are broken. Depending on how 
severely the terms of the parole were broken, the parolee may be susceptible to arrest. The 
offender would then have to go back to jail to finish out the rest of their sentence. 


Those Eligible for Parole 


Parole is typically granted after serving a third of the sentence in jail, provided the offender 
has shown good behavior and adherence to the law while inside and: 


e Would ultimately benefit from a parole agreement; 


e Would not pose a threat to the public’s welfare if released (i.e., they would not likely re- 
commit the same crime) 
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Before the appointed date to appear before the Commission, anyone who qualifies for 
parole may get an application from their case manager. The application must be filled out 
and signed by those who are qualified for parole and wish to be considered. 


Hearing on Parole 


When a hearing is scheduled, the case manager notifies the inmate. A convict has the 
chance to explain to the Commission why parole is appropriate in this situation during this 
hearing. The hearing also includes information about the prisoner, such as: 


e Information about the offense 
e Criminal record in the past 


e Specifics of the release schedule 


e Issues from the past or those that are anticipated to arise in the future 
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Charge of Breach of Parole 


A parolee accused of breaking the terms of their parole is given a chance to appear before 
the Commission in a final hearing. The Commission will decide whether to grant or revoke 
parole at this last hearing. This only differs if the parolee is found guilty of a new crime, in 


which case parole will be revoked without a hearing. 


What Exactly is Discretionary Parole? 


The majority of parole agreements are discretionary, meaning that they depend on the 
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Do You Immediately Go to Jail if You Breach Probation? 


It depends, in essence. As said above, you risk being charged with a probation violation if 
you don’t follow the guidelines set down by the court for your probation. It does not 


necessarily follow that you will fulfill your original sentence or go to jail, though. 


The penalties you will experience if you violate your probation will depend on the nature of 
the offense and the state laws in your area. This implies that your probation officer may 
exercise discretion and only issue a warning if you only slightly violate the terms of your 


probation, such as by having a single little glass of alcohol. 


The majority of the time, if you break the rules of your probation, you'll have to go toa 
probation violation hearing where a judge will decide if you did, in fact, break the rules of 


your probation and what penalties you might be subject to as a result. 


A prosecuting attorney must demonstrate that you broke the terms of your probation by a 
“oreponderance of the evidence” or that it is more likely than not that you did what you 
were accused of doing, to establish whether you did. The threshold for convicting someone 


of acrime is “beyond a reasonable doubt,” but this criterion is applied instead. 


Common penalties for breaking your probation’s rules include: 


e Losing your probationary privileges and serving your original sentence. 
e Paying small to large fines. 

e Spending a short time in jail. 

e Going to additional mandatory rehab programs. 

e Performing more community service. 


e Having your probation period extended. 


If You Violated Your Probation, ts it Possible to Get Out of Jail? 


The sort of probation a person is on significantly impacts whether or not they are eligible for 
a bond when it comes to posting a bond for a probation violation. 
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Is Legal Counsel Required for Parole Issues? 


For matters requiring parole or probation, legal counsel is nearly always required. Parole 
regulations can differ significantly from one region to another and depend on each criminal 


conviction’s specifics. 


A criminal lawyer is essential for parole matters, especially after the offender has been 
released on parole conditions. 
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